
 
 

OVERALL, VOTERS SUPPORT OBAMA’S ECONOMIC PLANS, 
BUT THOSE FOLLOWING THEM “VERY CLOSELY” HAVE 

DOUBTS 
 

Obama’s Personal Ratings Remain High 
 

Lukewarm Confidence in Recently-Passed Stimulus Bill 
 

 
New York, March 5, 2008 – With the recent announcement of President Obama’s plans for a 
home foreclosure relief plan and proposed plans to increase taxes on affluent individuals and 
to spend money on health care, education and energy, the Diageo/Hotline Poll of 803 
registered voters conducted by FD from February 28 – March 2, 2009, finds that majorities of 
voters support his proposals.   
 
Obama’s Economic Proposals 
 
The Poll finds a majority of voters (56%) support Obama’s $75 billion home foreclosure plan, 
and a similar proportion (57%) say it will help bring stability to the housing market.  The plan 
is supported by 78% of Democrats and 56% of Independents, but is opposed by 60% of 
Republicans. 
 

From what you have read or heard about President Obama’s proposed $75 billion plan in 
which the government would help prevent foreclosures on individual homes, do you support 

or oppose this proposal? 
 

Partisan Identification 

Democrats Independents Republicans $75 Billion 
Home 

Foreclosure 
Plan 

n=261  
margin of 

error= +/-6% 

n=287 
margin of 

error=+/-5.8% 

n=223  
margin of 

error= +/-6.6% 
SUPPORT 78% 56% 31% 
OPPOSE 12% 38% 60% 

 
However, the Poll also finds that voters who say they are following news and information 
about the various economic proposals “very closely” are split on the proposal (48% support 
and 47% oppose), and those who are paying less attention support the proposal by a greater 
margin (59% support and 30% oppose). 
 

How closely have you been paying attention to and reading about the details of the various 
economic plans being discussed in Washington? 

 

Somewhat Closely/ 
Not Closely Very Closely 

$75 Billion Home 
Foreclosure Plan n=552 

margin of error=  
+/-4.2% 

n=250  
margin of error=  

+/-6.2% 
SUPPORT 59% 48% 
OPPOSE 30% 47% 

  
 



 
Likewise, most voters (57%) believe the programs in education, health care and energy that 
President Obama proposed to Congress in late February will help the economy by investing 
in the country’s future, saving money and creating jobs.  Meanwhile, more than one-third of 
voters (37%) disagree and believe that, while important, these issues should be handled at a 
later time because government is spending too much money already.  Again, the Poll finds 
significant differences in attitudes towards the proposal based on how much attention voters 
say they are paying to the discussion of economic plans. 
 

How closely have you been paying attention to and reading about the details of the various 
economic plans being discussed in Washington?  

 
 

Somewhat Closely/ Not 
Closely Very Closely Programs in 

Health Care, 
Education and 

Energy 
n=552 

margin of error=  
+/-4.2% 

n=250  
margin of error=  

+/-6.2% 
ADDRESS NOW 61% 50% 
HANDLE LATER 32% 46% 

 
There is also strong support for President Obama’s proposal to raise taxes on the affluent 
(67%) in 2010 to help pay for the programs, but little confidence that this measure will actually 
be sufficient to cover these programs while, at the same time, cutting the deficit in half (45%).   
 
 
The Aftermath of the Stimulus 
 
Against this backdrop, the Diageo/Hotline Poll finds that voters have lukewarm confidence in 
the recently-passed stimulus bill and its ability to successfully turn around the economy.  A 
majority of voters (53%) are confident that the stimulus bill will help turn the economy around, 
while 44% are not confident.   
 
However, in terms of the stimulus bill’s impact on the 2010 congressional elections, more 
voters say they are more likely to vote for the candidate who supported the stimulus bill (48%) 
and 35% say they are more likely to vote for the candidate who opposed it, with 10% saying 
they are unsure.  In the meantime those who say that more government involvement in the 
economy is a good idea have slightly decreased from 55% in the January Poll to 49% in this 
month’s Poll.    
 
Likewise, the percentage of voters holding an unfavorable view of House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi increased from 35% in the January Poll to 44% in this month’s Poll.  What’s more, 
although Republicans continue to trail Democrats in the generic congressional ballot, 34% 
say they would vote for the Republican candidate if U.S. Congress elections were held today, 
up from 22% in the January Poll.   
 
Obama’s Ratings Remain High 
 
Regardless of voters’ support for one economic plan or the other, President Obama’s 
favorability ratings remain high, with more than two-thirds of voters (68%) expressing a 
favorable opinion of him.  What’s more, the Poll finds that similar proportions of voters (67%) 
say they approve of the way he is handling his job as president, and are confident that he will 
be able to bring “real change” to the way things are done in Washington (70%).  Additionally, 
voters are encouraged by the group of economic advisors surrounding him, with 64% of 
voters express confidence in Obama’s economic team of advisors to help turn the economy 
around. 
 



 
"President Obama's job approval ratings remain solid, even as his policies have been under 
significant attack by Republicans,” commented Amy Walter, Editor-in-Chief of The Hotline. 
“Even so, this should not be taken as a sign that the Obama Administration and Democrats 
have ‘carte blanche’ when it comes to government spending. Voters are less supportive of 
more government spending on the economy than they were in January, which suggests that 
GOP attacks on Democrats as runaway spenders could start to take root." 
 
 
 
 
To obtain complete Poll results, please see www.diageohotlinepoll.com.  
 
To schedule an interview with Ed Reilly, contact Selin Kent at (212) 850-5735 or 
Selin.Kent@fd.com.  

Methodology: The Diageo/Hotline Poll was conducted by telephone from February 28 – 
March 2, 2009, among a random, representative sample of 803 registered voters, age 18 and 
older (margin of error +/- 3.5%). 

About Diageo: Diageo (Dee-AH-Gee-O) is the world's leading premium drinks business with 
an outstanding collection of beverage alcohol brands across spirits, wines, and beer 
categories. These brands include Johnnie Walker, Guinness, Smirnoff, J&B, Baileys, Cuervo, 
Tanqueray, Captain Morgan, Crown Royal, Beaulieu Vineyard and Sterling Vineyards wines. 
Diageo is a global company, trading in more than 200 countries around the world. The 
company is listed on both the New York Stock Exchange (DEO) and the London Stock 
Exchange (DGE). Celebrating life, every day, everywhere, responsibly. For more information 
about Diageo, its people, brands, and performance, visit us at www.diageo.com. 
 
About The Hotline & National Journal Group: The Hotline is National Journal's daily 
briefing on politics. National Journal Group Inc. is a leading publisher of magazines, 
newsletters, books and directories for people who have a professional interest in politics, 
policy and government. Based in Washington, D.C., National Journal Group Inc. is committed 
to providing publications and services that are non-partisan, reliable and of the highest quality. 
www.nationaljournal.com. 
 
About FD: One of the most highly regarded consultancies in the communications industry, 
FD employs more than 750 staff and advises more than 1000 clients worldwide through its 
hub offices in London and New York, as well as its network of wholly-owned offices in Bahrain, 
Beijing, Bogota, Boston, Brussels, Cape Town, Chicago, Dubai, Dublin, Frankfurt, Hong Kong, 
Johannesburg, Los Angeles, Manchester, Melbourne, Moscow, Panama City, Paris, San 
Francisco, Shanghai, Sydney and Washington, DC. With a 20 year history of advising clients 
in both the private and public sectors, FD’s services include financial public relations, capital 
markets communications, public affairs, crisis and issues management and corporate, 
business-to-business and business-to-consumer communications. FD is also a market leader 
in M&A advisory work. FD is structured around specialist sector teams operating on an 
international basis, covering consumer industries, financial services, basic industries, 
business services, life sciences & healthcare, media, real estate, technology and 
telecommunications. FD is a division of FTI Consulting Inc. (NYSE: FCN), the global business 
advisory firm. For more information, please visit www.fd.com. 
 
About FTI Consulting: FTI Consulting, Inc. is a global business advisory firm dedicated to 
helping organizations protect and enhance enterprise value in an increasingly complex legal, 
regulatory and economic environment. With more than 3,000 professionals located in most 
major business centers in the world, we work closely with clients every day to anticipate, 
illuminate, and overcome complex business challenges in areas such as investigations, 
litigation, mergers and acquisitions, regulatory issues, reputation management and 
restructuring. www.fticonsulting.com. 
 


